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Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Town of Washington M. T. Sept r . 6 th 1806. 
My dear Son, 

Yesterday dispatchez arrived from Governor Clai- 
borne who was at Nachitochez with more Correct ac- 
counts than we had before. Major King, who went over 
with Gov r . Claiborne also arrived here and Dined with 
me yesterday — The Spaniards, say twelve hundred 
strong, Crossed the Sabine and arrived at the Stoney 
Creek or Bayon Piere French Settlement, about 60 
Miles on this Side the Sabine, and about fifty miles 
from Nachitochez, The Stony Creek falls into Eed 
Eiver — Thence they sent on a party within seven miles 
of Nachitochez Some Communications passed between 
Governor Claiborne and the Spanish Commander, and 
then the small party returned to the Main body at the 
French Settlement afs d . where they say they are 
Ordered and Determined to Eemain, and are Expect g . 
reinforcements — This I believe is the same Post from 
Whence Turner Expelled them — Our whole Force at 
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Nachitochez when those from the hights arrive will not 
Exceed 500, men — One Company is left at the hights — 
There are 250, Regulars at Orleans, and about 120 at 
Tombigbee — This is the whole of our Regular Force in 
this quarter — The Spainards I believe are weak both 
at Battonrouge & Mobile — But they can be readily re- 
inforced from Pensacola or the Havana. Contrary to 
my last information we are now informed that the old 
French Inhabitants on the other side of the River would 
not turn out against the Spainiards, only the Ameri- 
cans could be prevailed on, but they turned out readily. 
The people of this Territory are Spirited and are rais- 
ing Volunteer Companies — This Country is Strong and 
I believe the Inhabitants Could defend it against any 
sudden force the Spaniards can send but the Country 
below is level and open where Horse can act with great 
advantage — and the greater part of the Spanish Forces 
are said to be Cavalry — Yet I am pursuaded that if 
Hostilities were to Commence our Little Force by dint 
of Enterprize and Exertion would be too hard for them 
— but it does not seem likely at Present that Hostilities 
will take place — Col. Cashing does not think his orders 
require or admit his attempting to force the Spaniards 
over the Sabine again, and Indeed If things can be so 
managed correctly it will be best to avoid Hostilities 
till we hear the fate of the Negotiations in Europe. 
Our Fall Circuit has already Commenced, so that after 
next Monday week I shall be Engaged at the Courts 
till near Christmas — We are now Issuing Preemption 
Certificates and hope to finish them while Judge Bruin 
attends the Uper Circuit — We have a new Judge Com- 
ing to wit Obediah Jones of Georgia — If he arrives in 
time I shall stick to the Board for we have been greatly 
delaid for more than six months for want of the Re- 
turns of Survey to Enable us to State or Regulate Con- 
flictions and are now greatly hurried to git the Pre- 
emptions out in time to prevent Forfeighture — Judge 
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Provost, of Orleans is removed but we have not heard 
who is appoint, in his place, or whether any body yet — 
The Kentucky Paper stiled the Western World 
Charges him and E. Livingstone among others with 
being Concerned with Wilkinson Burr, J. Brown & 
many others (Concerned in an [torn] one) in a New 
Conspiracy ag*. the Union — This Paper attracts great 
Attention here for many here are acquainted with the 
old Project of the" Spaniards &f. but the new one seems 
to be a secret yet — It is said governm*. were formerly 
well informed of the old Plan and the leading Persons 
— but if it be true, many wonder why Wilkinson is 
trusted with the Chief Command in this Quarter — One 
of Gen 1 . Wayne's old Captains informed me that the 
story of Newmans Conduct was stronger against Wil- 
kinson than has yet been related in the Western World 
— This he speaks of his own Knowledge and says the 
Depositions were sent on to government. Even Gen 1 . 
S. Smith is Implicated in the last paper — on that Sub- 
ject — The Charges are bold and decisive — and if Such 
Plans as sugested be in Embrio, Certainly it behoves 
Government to be Vigilant and Choice of the high ap- 
pointments they make in this Part of the Union. Wood, 
who wrote the History of Adams' Administration, who 
you may Bemember wrote to me about the Author of 
Juniors 's Letters it seems is the Editor of the Western 
World — his abilities are therefore thought equal to the 
task he has Under taken. 

Thomas Eodney. 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 
Town of Washington M. T. Nov r . 21 st . 1806. 
My dear Son, 

Your Letter of 27 th of Septf. came to hand by the 
Mail before last, and by last Mail I received one from 
you and one from Little Eliza, dated the 12 tt of October. 
I had an Account of my Seeds having arrived at Or- 
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leans by a Letter from Major E. C. before your Letter 
came to hand — I received a Letter also from Webb the 
Carriage Maker and shall attend to what you both say 
on that Subject and will write by the next Mail — 

I gave you some hints in my last of a Conspiracy 
that is said to be organizing or Organized in the West- 
ern Country. This Subject is now universally talked 
of here, and the Existance of it almost universally be- 
lieved by all sorts of People — The Design of the Con- 
spiracy is said to be to unite Kentucky, Tennessee 
Louisiana, The Floridas and part at least of Mexico 
into an Independent Empire — and that the Spanish 
Governors of those Provinces are to act in Concert 
with the Conspirators of our Country to Effect this 
purpose under the Patronage and Protection of J. B. 
And that they Expect a Brittish Fleet to aid them which 
is to arrive at the mouth of the Misisipi within two or 
three months at Farthest — Col : Burr, Gen 1 . Wilkinson 
and D. Clarke (the Delegate to Congress from the N. 
0. Territory) are said to be the Leaders of this Con- 
spiracy to separate the Western Country from the 
United States — That Col. B. is building Vessels on the 
Ohio for arming, and that great stores of arms and am- 
munition are Deposited at Orleans for the purpose — 
Such at least is the general belief here — you know that 
I am not Easily Alarmed with Projects or wild adven- 
tures of this Sort — I passed through all the Storms and 
Difficulties of the Revolution and was often surrounded 
with Treason, Conspiracy and Insurrection, without 
dreading either but those around me say I feel too 
secure — That this Conspiracy Presents an awful and 
dangerous aspect, Especially when It is Considered 
that Gen 1 . W. has all the Public forces and all the Public 
Stores under his Direction — And they say the generals 
ordering all the Troops down to Orleans and requiring 
five hundred Militia from this Territory to go there, 
and Sending all the arms and ammunition from Fort 
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Adams without any Evident necessity for such Concen- 
tration of the Force of the Country is strong Evidence 
of some Nefarious Design &°. It is true that such a 
Conspiracy without his Concurrence Could have no 
prospect of Success — Yet it is hard for me to believe 
that an old Eevolutionary soldier now Enjoying the 
highest favor of Government Could Combine in such 
a Plot against the government that Employs him. The 
Impression here, however, is so strong against him that 
I believe if the Militia were ordered out to act under 
him they would refuse to go — Yet no part of the Citi- 
zens of the IT. S. Could have acted more promptly or 
with more ardor than those of this Territory did when 
called on to go immediately against the Spaniards. 

A number of the officers of the Regular army are 
also much dissatisfied with the Generals Conduct 
towards them — Some have resigned and others talk of 
Resigning on that account — Their Resigning is to be 
Commended because it is believed that they are the 
Honest friends of the IT. S. and that he Misuses them 
to bring them into his Measures or drive them out of 
the army that he may have none but those with him 
that will Concur in his Measures. If he is honest, he 
has had Experience Enough to know that it is his duty 
to Conduct himself so toward his officers as to Com- 
mand their Respect and Esteem as well as obedience 
and therefore a Contrary Conduct is Construed as 
Inimical. Certainly it would be a Serious thing for 
him to join any such Conspiracy, for whether he suc- 
ceeds or not he will in that Case be Execrated by all 
Mankind — for all Men dispise Traitors — And, such 
Conspirators as these are thought to be, Can have no 
pretext but to aggrandize themselves — The People are 
not suffering under Tyrany or oppression but Enjoying 
the blessings of Peace and happyness, and therefore 
they Cannot Expect them to join in any such desperate 
adventure — So that even if the Gen 1 , is at their head 
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they can have no rationable prospect of Success — and 
without him none — Yet since such things seem to be in 
Contemplation it is necessary for Government to be 
Vigilant and Active to prevent or suppress the 
mischief. 

Thomas Eodney. 

However willing Great B. may be to promote Discord 
in America, She cannot be in a Situation at this Time 
to break with the U. S. for if they was Cast into the 
Scale with France the Mistress of the Ocean would 
soon sink to Distraction. 

The Gen 1 , left Natchez yesterday — He resided while 
in this Territory at Major Mura an old Spanish officer 
— and is still thought to be one tho an American — This 
gave the People here great Cause of offence and sus- 
picion ag*. the general — 

Our Secretary is preparing to send on by this Mail 
a full account of this Conspiracy [torn] documents 
tending to Verify it, to government and therefore I 
am less particular than I might be. 

Thomas Rodney to President Jefferson. 

Town of Washington Nov r . 21. 1806. 
Dear Sir, 

The Secretary being about to send Government an 
account of a Project in Agitation in the "Western 
Country to Separate it from the United States, my duty 
and Attachment to the United States and their Govern- 
ment induces me to Inform you as the head of the gov- 
ernment that this project is now Universally & pub- 
licly talked of here, And that it is generally believed 
that Gen 1 . Wilkinson, Aron Burr, Daniel Clarke (The 
Delegate from the Orleans Territory) and other Con- 
spicuous men in the Western Country are active 
Agents in this Nefarious project — The project is said 
to be a Design to Combine the Western Country includ- 
ing Louisiana, Kentucky and Tennessee, with Florida 
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and Part of Mexico in one Independent Empire; and 
it is said that the Spanish Governors of these Provinces 
are combined in the project and that the Conspirators 
are to be aided and protected by G. Brittain and that 
they Expect a Brittish Fleet in the Gulf within two or 
three months at farthest to act in Conjunction with 
them and If they succeed the Empire thus to be formed 
is to form an Alliance with Great Brittain, and that 
Nation is to Enjoy every reasonable advantage in Com- 
merce with the New Empire — Great store of arms and 
ammunition is said to be Deposited at Orleans for the 
use of the Conspirators and that Col. Burr is building 
gunboats up the Ohio and other Vessels suitable to be 
used on this occasion. These things and the Gen 1 , con- 
duct Immediately after making a temporary Peace with 
the Spainards seems to give Suspicion at least of his 
being Concerned in the Conspiracy — Indeed such an 
attempt Could have no prospect of Success without his 
Concurrence — Our weekly Letters from Orleans show 
that Every thing is quiet there yet — The Gen 1 . Immed- 
iately after Settling Peace with the S — ordered most 
of the Eegular troops down to Orleans and Posted on 
to Natchez and required the Secretary to send 500, of 
the Militia of this territory to Orleans as soon as pos- 
sible, to Continue there three months without any Evi- 
dent Necessity for such a Measure. This being the only 
part of the western Country where the firm friends of 
the United States Could Immediately make any resist- 
ance to the operations of the Conspirators It is be- 
lieved that the Gen 1 , wanted to have the Militia of this 
Territory in his power, Either to Influence them to act 
with him or at least to prevent their acting against him 
— He has also taken all the arms and ammunition from 
Fort Adams but a very few arms, and a small quantity 
of ammunition as it is said — and when I was there 
lately at the Circuit Court I observed that all the Ar- 
tillery Except a few heavy pieces were taken away. 
Thus I have Presented a view of this project as it ap- 
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pears here — Yet I beg leave to observe that having 
passed through all the Storms and Difficulties of the 
Eevolution and having been often surrounded with 
Conspiracy and Insurrection, I am not Easily alarmed, 
but the Information Developing this project daily in- 
creasing and pressing on the mind I am forced to Con- 
sider it high time for the U. S. to act promptly Vio- 
lently and energetically on the occasion and that with- 
out such Conduct there is danger of their losing this 
Country — It may be said that G. B. is Treating with 
the U. S. and that if she were not She is not in a situa- 
tion to aid such a project, and that without her aid the 
Conspiracy must Vanish like a dream and the Con- 
spirators Conceal themselves from public view but 
neither the Integrity nor even the Present situation of 
that Nation can be securely relied on in such a Case — 
but you who sit on the hill of Government may see 
farther and Comprehend more than we can here, and 
no doubt will act as you think best and most wise for 
the benefit of the Union. 

It has been hard for me to believe that Gen 1 . W. an 
old Revolutionary soldier and now Enjoying the high- 
est favor of Government would Engage in a Project 
so adverse to the Government he is serving and a Pro- 
ject, which whether he succeeds in or not must render 
him Execrable in the View of all mankind, for all man- 
kind Despise traitors — This is not the project of a 
People Laboring under tyranny, but the project of 
Restless Individuals ambitious to aggrandize them- 
selves — With the highest respect — & esteem, I remain 

Your most obedient, 
Thomas Rodney. 

Thomas Rodney to Cwsar A. Rodney. 
Town of Washington M T. Dec. 9 th . 1806. 
My dear Son, 

By a Letter I received from Orleans by the Last 
Mail, from an Old Revolutionary officer I am Informed 
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that Gen 1 . Wilkinson had arrived there and that all the 
Troops were Expected down there in a Short time, and 
that the Orleans Volunteers were in training Every 
week that the Gen 1 , was busily Engaged in having the 
Fortifications, gun Carriages, and Barracks repaired 
&°. and he Expresses great Confidence in the General 
upon Revolutionary Principles, Seeming to think that 
one who had passed through the Revolution and pos- 
sesses his Experience Could not be Induced to Swerve 
from his Duty to his Country. Yet I am Informed by 
some of the Members of the Legislature here, that there 
has been great talk among them, and others out doors, 
of M r . Burrs Projects up the River and his Design of 
Coopperating with Mironda &°. But Notwithstanding 
all the bustle in this quarter with the Spaniards and all 
the talk of Conspiracy — Not a line has arrived from 
Government to the Executive here, or any other officer 
in this territory on that Subject or any other Since the 
bustle Commenced — whether this be the fault of the 
Mail, or whether our Superior Officers have become too 
Elevated to have any Connection or Correspondence 
with the distant officers of Government, or whether they 
have become regardless of these distant parts of our 
Country, is left to Conjecture — but Certainly it Indi- 
cates a degree of Neglect far from that Vigilance and 
attention which a Republican Government requires — 
and the Territories being more Immediately dependent 
on the General Government than the States themselves, 
require more of its attention, This Inattention has its 
Evil Effect, It Encourages those who Observe it, and 
who are Disposed to pull down the Administration to 
increase and urge their Attacks on One or another, of 
them with more avidity well Knowing that a Govern- 
ment regardless of its Officers and Citizens will not, be 
very warmly Supported by them, because remissness 
in one friend, naturally begets it in another, and how- 
ever desirous of Supporting them, when they Know 
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not what the Administration are Doing, they possess 
not the Necessary Means of doing it — And such is the 
Superior Excellence of Eepublican Government that 
Inferior Officers have as much right to Judge of the 
Conduct of Superior Officers, as these last have of 
theirs, and the propriety or Impropriety of the Con- 
duct of one or the Other will always have Its Effect if 
Even not a word of Censure passes. 

I have been so much Involved in the business of the 
Court and Land office together that I have not a mo- 
ments time to write but when Everybody Else are 
asleep. 

"We have had it very Cbld here for two weeks past, 
no doubt quite as Cold as in Delaware, but it altered 
last Evening with a warm rain — William Dunbar Esq r . 
while attending the Supreme Court last week as a 
juror, had his Cotton Ginn, Mill House, Carriage and 
all his out buildings burnt down; with three hundred 
thousand weight of Cotton in the Ginn House — It is 
supposed the Cotton being in the Seed heated and set 
itself on fire— his loss is Estimated at 16,000, or 20,000. 
Dollars — he is however very wealthy as you may see by 
his Crop (for great part of it was not then bro*. in) but 
he has a large family. 

It has been universally and remarkably healthy in all 
this Country this Season — No Country Could be more 
so — My Seeds are on the way from Orleans but have 
not arrived yet — M r . Poindexter called on me a few 
days ago & Informed me he had not yet sent on "Webbs 
Money but that they had sold their Cotton and as soon 
as he could possibly procure a bill he would put it in my 
hands to be transmitted to "Webb — I have been very un- 
easy at his being disappointed so long — Col. Ellis I 
trust has sent his on — his Carriage had not arrived at 
Orleans ten days ago & I fear it will be in some of the 
winter storms on the Coast — 

Give my love to Susan & the Children — 

Thomas Rodney. 
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Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Town of Washington Feb y . [?] 1807 
My dear Son 

You will no doubt be anxious to Know what has be- 
come of Col. Burr & c .&°. He Su[b]mitted to the Civil 
Authority and Came before Me and gave Bail for his 
app c . at Court — The Court met on Monday the Second 
of this Instant and adjourned over to next day when a 
Grandjury Was Impannelled and Charged by Myself — 
The Att y . General Poindexter said on Viewing all the 
Depositions there was Nothing to found a bill on — and 
also thought that if there was It would be Useless, as 
the proceedings might be reversed on a writ of Error 
as he Conceived the Supreme Court here did not possess 
Federal Jurisdiction under the act of Congress & c . — 
M r . Burr himself rose and acknowledged the Jurisdic- 
tion and the Court had no doubt on this question — 
Nevertheless the Atty. General Declined to send any 
bill to the Grand Jury, and then the Court ordered the 
Witnesses Sworn and Sent to them — The Jury Be- 
turned in the afternoon with a presentm't acquiting 
M r . Burr — The Witnesses were then dismissed and M r . 
Harding Counsel for Burr solicited that he should be 
discharged from his Becognizance but as the Court 
were Divided, (Bruin for it, Bodney ag*. it) this was 
denied M r . Burr however went away and did not appear 
again — On the 5 th I went away to Marry our friend W. 
B. Shields to Victoria Benoith A fine Little girl of 15 
with a Hansome Independent Fortune and Bespectable 
Connections We had a Sumptious and pleasant Wed- 
ing and Shields I think has made a happy Match — on 
the Sixth I returned again but the Court Could not sit 
it was so Cold — The Thermometer down to 11. — On the 
7 th Still Cold and we only sat while Col. Burr was Called 
out on his Becognizance, and then adjourned to the 
next term — On the 6 th the Governor Issued a Proclama- 
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tion offering $2000 for Retaking Col. Burr — and since 
that the military arrest all his adherents that came 
down with him, about 40, of them are now under guard 
Three in this town — the rest in Natchez as it is said 
but Military Law is not a little Complained off yet on 
the spur of the moment is Submitted to as no formal 
or Legal application has been made to me. All is 
Military Bustle, and the Constitution and Laws are f or^ 
got but will no doubt revive again when this Windy 
Storm blows over — Burr had ten boats, about one hun- 
dred men and not a gun a piece for them — a mighty 
force to Erect a New and Independent Empire It 
seems like a second Edition of the Kemper attempt — 
And Burr only appears the greatest Don quixote of the 
two — The Mountain has surely brought forth a Mouse. 
How many thousand Agents and Emisaries has France 
Spain and England spread over our Country to blow 
up these windy Storms and Confusion in our Country? 
Is it not to frighten us into Discord and Extravagant 
and Unconstitutional Conduct — "Will not the arbitrary 
Conduct of our high Officers on the pretext of Support- 
ing Government give the Constitution a more danger- 
ous Shock than Burr or any other Man Could do at the 
head of ten thousand Men in open Rebellion? If Burr 
had gone on he must have shewn in a few days, what 
his aim was — and then, If they were Illegal, would soon 
have been punished, for what would his trifling force 
have availed him? 

Yet I have such Confidence in the Constitution and 
Laws and the Virtue of their real friends that this 
Bustle, however Intended will end in favor of them. 
That it will be an Experiment that will Invigorate them 
by Calling forth their Strength to Correct Every Viola- 
tion of them — and it will favor this Country by being 
a force to it sufficient to protect it in peace & quiet 
against any such Frivolous Enterprize — Notwithstand- 
ing all the Noise about Col. Burr he does not appear 
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to me to possess a mind in Condition and Competent to 
plan or Execute such an Enterprize as has been talked 
of — his aspect appears that of Distress not one 
prompted by the strong Genius of Certain Success — 

Two of our Gun boats and two Natchez are now in 
the River at Natchez — The Gen 1 . & Gov r . Claibourne 
have solicited our Governor to send Burr and all his 
Men down to Orleans, and sent a party to take them here 
& carry them down — The GoV. objected to this but has 
ordered parties of Militia out who have arrested most 
of Burrs Men of any account and Keep them under 
guard but whether he will send them off or not I have 
not heard, he is now in Natchez and all Burrs boats have 
been brought down there. I am determined to be firm 
in Maintaining the Constitution and Laws, let who will 
stand or fall by them — I will not deviate Even to please 
the President or any of his officers — The Military may 
arrest but they cannot try a citizen, Even when taken 
in arms — and if they transport them from one place to 
another they must do it on their own Responsibility, as 
the General has done. But by & by the Constitution 
and Laws will ask them by what Authority this is done? 
Yet if arms are to rule I know my Station — I believe 
that Burr if guilty had better Escape than that the 
Constitution and Laws should be violated by those act- 
ing under them— 12 th The Gov r . discharged the Military 
last night and returned from Natchez and Communi- 
cated to me that he had released Burrs men all but 
Blanerhaset — Floyd & Ralston who he had retained for 
Examination — and Declared his Determination to sup- 
port the Civil Authority according to the Constitution 
and Laws — Col. E who I had lectured for advising arbi- 
trary Measures, returned from Natchez this Evening 
and said the Distress he saw Burrs men & their boats 
in there, had Changed his Mind— The Gov r . said that a 
boat just arrived at Natchez met Burr going up the 
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Biver in a six-oared Barge — This is the last Tidings of 
him — probably he is aiming for Canada. 
[Not signed] 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Town of Washington March 1 st . 1807. 
My dear Son 

Yesterday an Express arrived from Tombigbee with 
a Letter from IA Gains Informing that he had arrested 
Col. Burr on the 19 th Ult. and had him in Close Custody 
— Thus it appears he is still within this territory — but 
what measures the Governor or General may take with 
respect to him I do not yet Know — I have not yet been 
Advised with on the occasion and only advise when 
applied to Unless when the Constitution or Law make 
it my duty — In this Case Col. Burr having fled from his 
Bail I do not feel it my duty to Interfere Unless Legally 
applied to — but the Gov r . informed me he was about 
to do what he thought his duty but did not say what that 
was — I am very glad however that he is taken and that 
he will have to answer for his misdeeds somewhere and 
at a time when perhaps they will be better Known than 
when he was before the Grand Jury here — I am In- 
formed that Docf. Carmichal (who was then at 
Orleans) could have proved the Express Intention of 
Burr & his party It having been Communicated to him 
By Floyd and Ealston two of the persons who are to 
answer here at the next Court — Every thing here is 
restored to quiet — (March 2 a .) The Gov r . Called on me 
this morning and informed me he had sent M r . Dins- 
more the Choctaw agent to bring Col. Burr back here 
with the View of Getting a Legal order to transmit him 
for trial to the Seat of Government, or where it may be 
most proper in one of the armed Boats, or otherwise, as 
may be most proper. 

It appears by the Deposition of Thomas Peterkin, 
U. S. Factor at the Chicasaw Bluffs that Col. Burr on 
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his way down the River stoped there two nights, and as 
he Peterkin believes Corrupted IA Jackson who Com- 
manded there — That he Burr bought Lead, and had 
500, Musquet balls ran there by one of the garrison 
soldiers — that when Burr Came the IA had no money 
or very Little — That after Burr left there this L\ had 
Eols of Burrs notes on the Banks of Kentucky, and an 
order from Burr on Smith of Ohio, the army Contrac- 
tor, for $500 — which he offered to Peterkin at ten ffi. 
Discount — that said L\ told Peterkin he had sent on his 
Resignation and if it was not accepted soon he would 
leave the garrison with one of the Sargents &c. that he 
the L*. is Constantly Drunk, and very Disorderly — & 
that he beat and abused the Factor outrageously, so that 
he was obliged to leave the Post for safety — & this In- 
formation is sent by Express to the General to git him 
removed & bring him to justice. 

Col. Burr left two Letters there — one for Smith af d . 
and one for Col. M Kee formerly an Indian agent, 
which was sent by Express next day after Burr left 
there — The Express met McKee, and on reading the 
Letter, McKee turned back, and came down & met Burrs 
boats at the Mouth of Bayon Piere — I saw him here, 
but it was not Known then that he was in Connection 
with Burr, tho some suspected him — & he soon went off 
again — The Plot is so unfolding that it is probable, 
Enough of the truth may appear by our next Supreme 
Court to Convict some of them here — the Affidavit of 
General Eaton, published in the Papers bro\ by the last 
Mail, shews that Col. Burrs object was the most Dia^ 
bolical treason — such as none but the most wicked ad- 
versaries & traitors to Republican Government could 
Combine in. The Vigilence which the President has 
already manifested I trust will Convince all such, that 
they presume too much on his Peaceable, and Unsus- 
pecting Mind. 

Thomas Rodney. 
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Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Town of Washington April 27 th . 1807. 
My dear Son 

Your Letter of the 15 th of March last Came to me by 
the Mail before last at the Adams Circuit Court — but 
have not had time till now to write — Nothing beyond 
Nash Ville from the East ward Came by the last Mail — 
As I have to set off the day after tomorrow for Wilkin- 
son County Circuit Court I sit down to write you a few 
lines. — All is quiet here, the last we heard of Mr. Burr 
was by one of the Citizens of this town who in Return- 
ing from the Eastward met him with party conducting 
him to Washington City on the borders of North 
Carolina on the 18 th of March so that no doubt he has 
arrived long before this time — Four of his Comrades — 
To wit, Blenerhassett, Tyler, Ealston and Floyd a. go 
be tried here at the next Supreme Court Sitting as a 
Federal Court on the 4 th Monday in Next Month — there 
was an application from the General in Virtue of advice 
from the President as he said to have them or some of 
them removed to the Federal City, but as we were in- 
formed of the Discharge of Bollman & Swartwort soon 
after this application it was not thought necessary to 
Consider the question of sending them — beside there 
seemed to be as much Evidence against them in this 
Territory as in any other particular District so that 
it did not appear by any Evidence here necessary to 
be at the Expense of sending them Elsewhere to be 
tried — What may be the Event of the Enquiry here is 
yet uncertain — when it is over you will be informed of 
the Consiquence — We here that a M r . Leek of Virginia 
has been appointed a Judge in this Territory, and I 
fear if he does not Come on in time we shall have no 
Supreme Court as Judge Bruin seldom attends and 
when he does, is apt not to be in a situation to attend 
properly to business so that most of the Judicial busi- 
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ness at all times rests on me and takes up too great a 
portion of my time — I have seen the act in the paper 
raising our Salaries, and suppose it Intended to Com- 
mence the increase from the first of January last yet 
it seems uncertainly Expressed in the printed Copy — 
I Care not what if any thing Else is due me by 
the Treasury for I have been so Constantly Employ 4 
in the public business that I have not had time to 
post or look over My books — When the Courts are over 
I shall attend to them and to what you have mentioned 
and hope I shall have Something to spare by July — I 
know I should have been beforehand if I had not laid out 
$1400 in purchasing a tract of land and some Houses & 
Lots in this town However I believe I shall sell them 
again, as they have been already applied for, and are 
not necessary for me to keep if I can git a better proffit 
by the Sale — You will see by the Orleans papers that 
the General and Governor are much abused there — I 
am much Pleased to hear that your nearer acquaintance 
with the President Increases your Estimation of his 
Conduct and Integrity — He is highly Esteemed and Ee- 
spected in this Country and has been rising in Estima- 
tion Ever since I came here — I will write to Fisher as 
soon as I can git time — As yet my grass seeds and 
garden look Very flourishing tho I have had little time 
to attend to them — Give my love to Susan and the Chil- 
dren and God preserve you all in health and 
prosperity — 

Thomas Eodney. 

Thomas Rodney to . 

Town of Washington M. T. April 28 th 1807 
Gentlemen 

Observing among the Acts of Congress passed at the 
last Session as published in the papers, An Act Increas- 
ing the Salaries of the Judges of this Territory to 
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twelve hundred Dollars sP r Ann and Understanding 
this Increase to have Commenced on the first day of 
January last I have Ventured to draw on the bank of 
the XL S. States for one hundred Dollars, which If this 
Statement is right, fell due on the first quarter Ending 
the last day of March and not knowing this at that time, 
I only made a draft then, for two hundred Dollars being 
the usual quarter Salary at Eight hundred Dollars sP r 
Ann. the former Salary Allowed Each of the Judges — 
but if I should be mistaken with respect to the Com- 
mencement of the Increase of Salary, I must beg you 
to Honor the draft for the one hundred Dollars, afr* 1 . 
and I will make the proper deductions in my next draft. 
I am Respectfully 

Y™ most obed\ 

Thomas Rodney. 

Thomas Rodney to John Fisher, Dover. 

Town of Washington May 17 th 1807. 
Dear Sir 

It was intimated to me some Little time ago that it 
was probable you might obtain an appointment in this 
western Country in Case an opertunity should offer — 
If you would accept, but being then Engaged on the 
Circuit and not knowing of any Vacancy that was worth 
your acceptance I did not immediately write to you — 
but I have been informed within a few days that Mr. 
Graham the Secretary of the Orleans Territory having 
been ordered round with General Wilkinson to give 
Testimony against Burr, and that he has or means to 
resign I conclude to advise you of that Circumstance 
thinking perhaps that Station might suit you as it 
would not prevent your following your Profession 
where much money is made by the practice, yet in one 
of your last letters to me you seemed to decline any 
thoughts of any part of this Country, Nevertheless I 
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think it advisable to make this Communication to you 
not knowing what Change may have taken place in 
your Mind since — but I must say that if you were to 
Come to the Western Country I should be glad to have 
you nearer to me than Orleans, but there is nothing here 
at present worth your acceptance — Yet upon receiving 
this Notice if you should think it advisable to Come into 
the West, I wish you to Intimate this to my Son Im- 
mediately, that if any Opertunity occurs of any office 
that you would accept of he may then advise the Gov- 
ernment of your mind or Communicate the Circum- 
stances to you — It would give me great Pleasure to 
have your family so near that I could visit them Once 
in a while, without Deserting my Post, and have some 
of the Children with me. At Present I am in a board- 
ing house but in a few Weeks Expect to move into a 
House of my own in this town where I have a hansome 
garden & three or four hansome grass Lots' — where I 
shall be with a servant or two only, and the House is 
large Enough to take in your family — If anything 
should happen to Invite you to this Place. The Prac- 
tice of the Law itself is Profitable here, and all those 
who Practice under my Patronage have been successful 
— Shields is among the highest on the Docket, & Poin- 
dexter the late Att 7 . Gen 1 , told me he made $5000, a 
year tho he was not one of the most attentive to busi- 
ness — he goes to Congress next fall — I have not heard 
from you for a long time, let me hear from you as soon 
as you git this Letter and if you have any Idea of ac- 
cepting an appointment in the western Country do not 
neglect to advise Caesar of it immediately as it takes 
several Months to Communicate here and back again — 
I continue in perfect health Indeed hardly any place is 
healthier than this town — It has greatly improved since 
I came and Indeed we have a Society here now Very 
Similar to that which Ixisted in Dover in My youthful 
days — Sally knows what that was and if she was here 
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now she would almost think that happy Period had re- 
turned again — Indeed I Enjoy such health and activity 
that I hardly feel any difference between now & then. 
Give my love to the dear little Children and to Sally 
and Betsy, and be assured I long to see you all. 

Your friend 

Thomas Rodney. 

(To be continued.) 



